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a person or thing that provokes or precipitates an event.
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Queer twins of a deceased political figure become the unwanted
face/scapegoat for a rebellion against a government that threatens
to take their basic human rights to build their false utopia.
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‘cataclysm.begins: The Catalyst’ is a surreal short film that follows the mind of 17-year-old Catalina
Maevery as she fights to regain control of her own the narrative as the government, the Conclave,
tries to contain a growing rebellion threatening their controlling fragile system by trying to paint
her fathers death as an accident when she believes more forces are at play. The morning
announcements, while misrepresenting his death, also introduce us to Catalina and her twin
brother Xavien in ways that question what is reality.
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a person or thing that provokes or precipitates an event.
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17, non-hinary, full of spunk and practical
17. female, fierce, unafraid of her emations, and a bit of a knowledge. Catalina's best friend, comes from a
brat. Catalina is bold, fierce, defiant, but is also in many poorer financial background than the twins, and
ways just a very typical teenager trying to figure out her their family lives in the lower sector. They come
place and identity in @ world where that timeline of youth to Catalina's rescue regularly with both
that she has to figure herself out feels like it is quickly practical and emational support. Eventually,
ticking away. when riots break out, Lennon has to choose
between their best friend and their class and
family loyalty.

17, male, naive and reserved in public, but can hold his
own against his sister when she throws a fit. The stary is
a battle for the audience's attention between Xavien and
his twin sister, Catalina, as they deal with the aftermath
of their father's suspicious death, while also dealing with
coming of age in a time where his rights as a gay man

are threatened. ' F__—_“
17, gay, is balancing supporting the man he

loves and the pressures put on him by his
politician father.

Helena Knightengale

30's, serious, but motherly - to an
almost creepy extent.
a high-ranking government official (the
twins' father's coworker!) whose
motivations are torn between helping
the twins after their father dies, and

staying loyal to the corrupt government
she works for who may have killed him.



Avria Martinez is a versatile
actor with roles ranging from
Antigone to starring as an
adaptation of Harley Quinn in
the Award Winning Music
Video "Quinn" by KNoWTe.

She has experience across
film, theater, and new media,
demonstrating a dynamic
range of skills in dramatic and
comedic roles.

Her formal training consists
of Manhattan's very own The
Barrow Group and LS Acting
Studios as well as a degree in

Cinema Production & Film
Analysis, showcasing a well-
rounded background in both

performance and the
technical aspects of film.

Aria’s experience and training
makes her a versatile and
engaging performer,

equipped to tackle a variety
of challenging roles.

Cristina Obando Sanchez (she/
they) is a Colombian-born,
Brooklyn-based actor and

singer. She has traveled North

America with the USO Show

Troupe (dir. Janine DiVita)
entertaining active military and
veterans, most recently

originating the role of Marisol in
the first nat'l tour of DOT DOT

DOT: A New Musical (prod.

TheaterWorksUSA; dir. Jesca

Prudecio) based on NYT best-
selling illustrator Peter H.

Reynolds CREATRILOGY series.

Everywhere they go, they carry

the greatest lesson from their
father: "Mirando al frente,

Cristina." Always looking ahead.

Website: cristinaxlt.com

Sam Vukic (he/him) is a rising
third-year student at the
University of North Carolina
School of the Arts where he
studies acting.

When he is not in the middle
of nowhere in North Carolina,
he lives in New York City. He
is also a playwright. He has
won several national
competitions and is
published by Smith & Kraus.

Amiere A. Bell (He/ Him) currently
resides in Queens, NY due to him
being a Military child. He has had the
opportunity to live all around the world
including Germany! He is a recent
Graduate of SUNY Potsdam and the
prestigious Neighborhood Playhouse
School of The Theater, where he
studied in the Meisner Technique
founded by the Stanford Meisner!

Acting wise, he recently performed in
Queens in the One Act Play festival at
the Secret Theatre with a new Play
titled, Dancing without Touching
written by Julia Trueblood. He played
a college student named Matthew Sol.

Amiere's main goal is to inspire black
and brown children with a learning
disability like himself, who has dyslexia.
He states that there are not enough
POC actors and models that have
dyslexia on our screens and stages and
that he would wholeheartedly love to
be that representation. He is a firm
believer that you must keep striving
and never give up no matter the
obstacles you are faced with because
you must be resilient no matter how
much the odds are stacked against
you.

Ami Sheth (she/her) is an
actor that has had major Film,
TV and Print success in both
the United States and India.
She has acted in films
including the recent SXSW
Critics Choice Winning Film
"Last Beautiful Island" and
the TV Shows "Dietland"
(AMCQ), "Bull" (CBS), "Blue
Bloods"(CBS) and most
recently was found on the Hit
NBC TV show "Blindspot" as
Chief FBI lab tech Afreen
(Seasons 3,4,5)


https://www.instagram.com/amisheth/

it Sarah Beim (Beim-ish Productions LLC) (she/her) is a freelance assistant editor / editor
= whlo {has worked on a vast variety of projects rariging in format and genre. She loves working
on stories with a message and heart be_hind'it that leaves a lasting impact. '
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Sarah has always been fascinated by dreams SCi- f| and dysteplan These genr‘es msplred
: Sar'aﬁ’Beim me to create my own unique worlds. A lot of my werks are inspired by real-world i tssues but

B . _ ‘- *mnth atwist, as a way to escape but still shed Itght on: Issuee that need to be addressed
IP Bre%‘/ Script Supervisor/ : o ok
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| katherlne filaseta (she/her) is a queer female ﬂlmmaker based in NVC While:mast of her work

- has been as an assrstant director, \when she is in the dlrectdr s chair herself, katherlne enjoys -

s explemng the way. gvery different type of art combines:via film to tell StUFIBS aspaﬁmally
§ 00 stories fmm marglnallzed points of view. :

has d"“BCth three Bplsades of Black Panties, a web series celebrating the baauty an

[]utS|de of f|Im katherine also enjoys readlng tweetlng dancmg to Bellywood musm and
snuggling her bunny. e

Maria Palacio (She./ hel‘) is2 Bl‘baklyn-hased filmmaker § phetd‘gi“ aphes
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Maria holds an MGA & BA in medla arts \nnth a focus in’ ecreenwrltmg and dn‘ectmgfmm Lang
Island University. :
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Writers Staterient

'tenies to life in frbnt and behind the camera come from all walks ef I|fe

My artistic approach to LGBTQ+ storytethng is authenticity and respect for the subjeet I am taIkmg about in the ﬂ Im that I
am maklng | talk with those in the eemmumty research, watch movies, and constantly learn. As the writer, I ve made sure
to have sensitive readers give their lnput and that the people whose eemmunlbes are ment|0ned have looked over what |
have written to make sure | am reb'\*eentmg them correctly and in a positive way
“| started building this world andteﬂlngfthts stery during Trump's first preeidency then after a few months break during
the pandemic at a time | didn't knew hew to get my feellngs out and needed an outlet. As these characters were figuring
themselves out, so was |. | was not but fthe closet yet (pansexual) and reeearehlng talking with friends who were out,
~and reme\nng toxic people from my |Fe:m‘he held me hack, | startedto learn the side of me that | hadn't let myself explore
8e characters started to hecome mirroring people | knew and learning about the

-..befer‘e and it truly changed my life.T
\ beauty and community of the LGBT Aﬁ»bemmunlty | found where | belonged Now years later | am finally comfortable in
faun skin, 1 found an amazingly sgtppertn/e eemmumty and this prejeet has been a safety net and an outline to channel

: my frdstratlen that even-in 2[]25 we are going hackward \nnth LGBT[JIA+ rights. We fought and won before, we will again.
. e J& ]
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has alu ‘s‘heen an |mpentant part of my life, where I've been able to’ see |ts effects manlfestlng‘ in
real tlme J truy ly believe that the media we consume when We are younger shapes eur pereeptlens ef
eurseh/es and helps us flgure out our role in society. | love eataelysm begins beeause it br‘lngs a _ Shme 2
perspectlve to the dystopian genre that we haven't seen hefere queen kids, speelfleally, trymg to find
that place in a rapidly ehanglng werlcl that is exaggerated, of course, but also not much different fremg; '
- ~ our own. As someone who dldﬂ t even realize her queerness untll her mld 2[]s (watehlng the amazing
‘ documentary Girl on Girl by Jodi Savitz)—a full decade after flrst Elevelepmg a huge crush on Selena
Gomez in Wizards ef We\;erly Plaee—lt S S0 important to me to give younger generations a place to
own their queennes:sfeamer fthen | was able to own mine. I'm very excited to bring the sibling dynamic
= of my own teenage yeaI:S authentleally into the relationship of Catalina and Xavien, as well, because |
think authentic smhn,gr I;E|8t|0nShIIJS are also underrepresented. It will be refreshlng to see the love
between these two dlfferentlg/ queer siblings as they struggle for control of the narrative— my way of
showing a struggle for pane‘nts” attention threugh thesame fight for the audience’s attention. And, of
- course, none of this is etﬁ #or teens; through the d|\1er‘S|ty of the story Sarah has written, | think
\‘ etlults of all ages, too, w A hrtd a hit of themselves represented in the characters ef cataclysm.begins

' '_ha’ Wway they haven't gotten to see themselves befare.

~






https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xG07xfYfcHY

